Writing 2203

Descriptive Writing – Objective vs. Subjective
Descriptive writing uses careful diction (word choice) to create images of people, places, and objects.  There are two extremes to descriptive writing: Objective Scientific Description or Subjective Impressionistic Description.

Objective Scientific Description is like a picture or diagram.  It’s un-opinionated, factual and concise.  It’s used in transactional writing, such as in science text books, technical manuals, or police records. 

Subjective Impressionistic Description is found in creative writing, such as poetry and prose. It’s opinionated and the writer selects the information he or she would like to include.  The focus of the description is the writer’s attitude toward the subject/his or her feelings and personal observations.

Shoe Description Assignment
1. Write a well-developed paragraph describing your shoe, using objective scientific description.    Focus on exact details, measurable and quantifiable diction, and facts (colour, size, age, brand, etc.).  Give your paragraph an appropriate title.

2. Write a well-developed paragraph describing your shoe, using subjective impressionistic description.  Focus on your opinions and feelings, and choose diction relating to sensory details (the 5 senses), similes, metaphors, etc. (is your shoe comfortable, attractive, worn out; memories you associate with the shoe, etc.).  Give your paragraph an appropriate title.

3. If needed, write a good copy of each paragraph to pass in for evaluation. Make sure your name and the date are on the top of the page.  Draw a sketch/picture of your shoe to go with your paragraphs.  When you’re all done, pass in your paragraphs and sketch for evaluation.
